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REVIEW
MODERN MANAGEMENT IN CLINICAL MEDICINE. By F. Kenneth
Albrecht, M.D. Pp. 1,238. London: Bailli6re, Tindall & Cox. 55s.
IN more senses than one, this book is a weighty contribution to our knowledge of American
Medicine: it weighs five pounds. Published in London, this English edition is printed in America
and is a beautiful example of the arts of printing and book production. Not everyone will like the
arrangement of the pages in double columns, but it enables more matter to be presented in the
space. The coloured plates are uniformly excellent and the diagrams almost invariably helpful.
One feature which will strike the British reader is the bibliography at the end of each section,
and one is afraid that it will make him wonder whether this book is a product of American
"isolationism." There are, in all, 763 references to literature, of which 13 are to British medical
literature. On this short list A. F. Hurst and P. Manson-Bahr score two each. T. Lewis and
R. T. Grant share three, and there are references to the American publications of Robert Jones and
"Watson-Jones"; the other British references are to less important sources. In the section on
nervous and mental diseases there is a textual mention of the Gordon-Holmes (sic) rebound
phenomenon, but no bibliographical references to any British neurologist. Alexander Fleming is
credited with having discovered penicillin, but the reader is not referred to any British source
among the fifty references which conclude the section on chemotherapy. (It is-of minor importance
that our author does not use the British titles of honour which these distinguished doctors have
had conferred upon them.)
Although the book seems to depend on American sources, the British reader will find much that
is familiar British teaching, much that is new and refreshing, and some statements which are a
little surprising, as when he reads that in myxcedema "electro-cardiographic examination may
reveal an inversion of T1 . . said to be almost pathognomonic of hypothyroidism." He will
perhaps regret that Dr. Albrecht is either unfamiliar with, or has thought unworthy of inclusion,
many recent advances in medicine, including, for example, ,the notable work of William Evans
and his colleagues on the care and management of cardiac patients.
In spite of these criticisms, this is a most interesting and valuable book. Dr. Albrecht's opening
words in his preface are that "this volume is intended for the doctor's office, not his library";
its admirable arrangement renders ready reference easy, but the numbered lists of symptoms,
physical signs, and lines of treatment will commend themselves not only to the practising doctor,
but also to those who are reading for examinations. His frequent use of tabular statements of
comparison or contrast will remind old QueensrMen of our own Professor Lindsay's teaching
methods.
Perhaps the best section is that on diseases of the respiratory system, which is not surprising,
as Dr. Albrecht is Consultant in Tuberculosis to the State of Kansas. Here a new type of
pneumothorax apparatus (the Singer) is described; it appears to be an excellent one, and its
sturdy construction renders it portable without anxiety. Two notable features of the book are
the chapters on case-taking, which leaves nothing unsaid, and on the case of the ambulatory
patient, with detailed instructions to those suffering from various diseases. There is also a helpful
chapter, contributed by Dr. Seward E. Miller, on clinical laboratory medicine. R. M.
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